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Walking Group 
On Friday 3rd November the winter walking group re-started with lots of enthusiasm 
and a large number of walkers (16 of us altogether!) so there was only just enough 
soup to go around when we stopped for our picnic.  So far, we have been lucky with 

the weather but with all 
the rain the walk 
leaders had to be 
careful some weeks to 
find walks where the 
paths were not too 
muddy or even 
underwater! 

The group has been 
going since December 
2004 maintaining a 
strong partnership with 
Kendal Day Services. 

The initial idea was to keep some of our sailors and volunteers in touch with each 
other out of season while doing something worthwhile and out of doors. Russell and 
Bernie, who work with Whinfell Centre, are now keeping it going through the summer 
months as well, with a smaller group and leading the walks themselves. As a result 
of this they are keeping very fit and healthy! 

London Marathon 
Since our last newsletter Lesley Wallace, from Vicarage Park School, ran the 2017 
London Marathon for us and raised a total of about £1,500. Lesley completed the 
course in 4hrs 6mins and beat her own personal best by 15 minutes!! Well done 
Lesley and thanks again for doing this for us. 

New Activities with Calvert Trust 
In September a group from Whinfell Centre 
enjoyed a multi activity week with the Calvert 
Trust and tried some activities they had not 
done before. They had a go at climbing, 
abseiling, ghyll scrambling and the ropes 
course as well as some of the old favourites; 
swimming and walking. The picture shows 
Leon, on the ghyll scrambling day, coming out 
from a very narrow tunnel that takes the 
stream under the road! All six of the group 
members joined in with everything and rose to 



the new challenges – one of them involved being hoisted in a harness swing right up 
to the ceiling of the indoor climbing area where each person had to pull their own 
trigger to be released, which was very scary. 

So what about the sailing?  Well, the decision was made to come back to 
Windermere!!  We wanted to try the big catamaran and have a go at using a 
spinnaker.  This was really good fun though also quite relaxing because when the 
whole group are in the same boat together there is not so much for everyone to do.   

RNLI Open Regatta  
On July 15th 2017 we entered our three Whammel boats into this open handicap 
race on a day that promised to be very good for sailing because there was plenty of 
wind.  We made the decision to put a single reef in each boat to keep us upright, but 
because the wind eased off during the race Joanna and Frieda shook theirs out. The 
course was a long one, so we retired from the race after just one lap. We enjoyed 
racing at the back of the fleet between ourselves.  May Dora, with the Whinfell 
School boys, did so well they did not even need to shake the reef out and they still 
finished the race well ahead of the other two boats. 

A New Sail Plan for Joanna 
One of our three Whammel boats, 
Joanna, has often struggled to sail as 
fast as the other two, especially in 
light wind and this winter we are at 
last doing something about it. We 
experimented at the end of last 
season by sailing her with a larger 
mainsail and this certainly makes a 
big difference. Our maintenance team 
have made a start by making 
adjustments to the top of Joanna’s 
mast and we are now ordering some 
wood to make longer spars. As you 
can see, she will need a longer boom 
and yard to make the larger sail 
possible and our volunteer, Geoff 
Cook, has agreed to make these for 
us. We have received a cheque from 
Rumic Foundation Trust to contribute 
to the project. 

Joanna has also had some repairs made to her seats this winter because volunteers 
found wood rot in several places. New volunteer, David Chatterley, took the affected 
bits home and carefully inserted new wood where it was needed.  

Other maintenance work has included a couple of new floor boards for Frieda and 
lots of cleaning/polishing. One of the access boats, Ultra, is having a new electric 
control box made for the coming season.  With help from Remap, a registered 
charity, Darren who is an engineer, is making the controls so that Oli Cunningham, 



who was pictured in our last newsletter will be able to steer the boat by tilting his 
head. There will also be a new seat to ensure Oli is supported properly. 

25th Birthday This Year         (Emma and Adrian in 1993 shown above) 
This season we will be celebrating Our 25th Birthday!  It was in the spring of 1993 
when we launched our first boat and started sailing from Millerground.  In those days 
you could keep a boat there, on the National Trust land under the trees for £15 per 
year.  The nearest sailing centre agreed to cover us in the safety boat without 
charging any more than the cost of the petrol used and because we had no sailing kit 
initially we had to be fine weather sailors.  David could only fit two at a time in the 
boat and gave each crew a half hour turn before changing over. While the others 
were waiting some had a go in the safety boat and some paddled in the water, ate 
their picnic or just waited.  Because the trips to Windermere were so popular, 
however, we set up a fund almost immediately for a bigger boat.  

Timeline 
• 1993 launched our first boat Nancy at Millerground 
• 1995 the project moved to Blackwell Boathouse (hence the name) 
• Purchased our 1st Lune Whammel boat. We had use of a very old safety boat 

for which we purchased a new engine. 
• 1996 Registered as an RYA Sailability Foundation Site 
• 1999 Purchased a new RIB safety boat and set up as a voluntary organisation 
• 2000 Registered as a charity 
• 2002 bought our 2nd Whammel boat, Joanna 
• 2003 Moved to Cockshott Wood. David was now running two sailing sessions 

per week with about 12 volunteers. Installed a hoist for better access to boats. 
• 2004 Outside wc/shower room completed. David appointed as part-time 

manager.   Winter walking group was established. 
• 2007 Became RYA Recognised Training Centre and purchased x4 open 

canoes. Awarded RYAS Centre of Excellence status.  
• 2008 New jetty and quayside up-grade completed  



• 2009 Three more boats purchased: x2 Laser Stratos and a 303 Access boat. 
New 2 storey building completed by end of season. Volunteers to finish the 
interior over the winter months. 

• 2010 Manager’s position becomes full time and new building opened by 
Princess Anne, Patron of RYA Sailability 

• 2011 3rd Whammel boat donated to us 
• 2016 RS Venture Keel added to the fleet 

Celebrating our Birthday 
We are planning to celebrate with a party and perhaps 
another special event. In the meantime we have, by popular 
request, bought some more fleeces. This time we have 
added 25 YEARS to our logo which is embroidered on as 
before. They are available in royal blue, navy blue and grey 
(as shown). We are asking for a £16 donation to cover the 
cost, which is the same price as last time! 

RYA Sailability  
Blackwell Sailing is a member of this nationwide network 
which has been going through a period of rejuvenation since 
the new manager, Joff McGill, was appointed last year.  A 

research company was commissioned to visit a few sites last season to find out what 
people thought of RYAS and how they operate.  We were one of the groups visited 
and David was then invited to join in with discussions about how Sailability groups 
can help each other more in the future and what sort of support they can receive 
from RYAS.   

Joff came to visit us here in December and 
more recently David, Rebecca and Barbara 
have been to the annual conference in 
Bedfordshire.  A hundred and sixty people 
attended the conference from groups all over 
the country.  We had the chance to talk about 
our sailing groups, volunteers and the boats 
that we sail.  We met some people with 
special expertise and some who brought new 
boats to show.  The picture shows Rebecca 
Hughes standing next to a boat that is sailed 
in the Paralympics. 

If you would like to keep in touch with RYA 
Sailability they produce a biannual newsletter 
called Foghorn and you can also follow their 
Facebook page. Please ask me to email the 
link to you if you wish to receive this and other news directly from them. 
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